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Unit- I- Tragedy 

1. King Lear 
PLOT OVERVIEW: 

King Lear opens with a conversation between the earls of Kent and Gloucester, in 

which the audience learns that Gloucester has two sons: Edgar, who is his 

legitimate heir, and Edmund, his younger illegitimate son. This information will 

provide the secondary or subplot. Next, King Lear enters to state that he intends to 

remove himself from life's duties and concerns. Pointing at a map, Lear tells those 

in attendance that he has divided his kingdom into three shares, to be parceled out 

to his three daughters, as determined by their protestations of love. The two elder 

daughters, Goneril and Regan, exaggerate their love by telling their father that 

their affection for him exceeds all reasonable expectations. The youngest 

daughter, Cordelia, tells Lear that she loves him, but only as a daughter should 

love a father. Lear, angry and disappointed at what he deems a lack of devotion 

on Cordelia's part, divides his kingdom equally between Goneril and Regan, and 

banishes Cordelia. Later, France agrees to marry the now dowerless and banished 

Cordelia. When Kent attempts to defend Cordelia, Lear banishes him as well. 

Meanwhile, Goneril and Regan decide that if Lear becomes too much of a 

nuisance, they will have to decide what disciplinary actions to take. 

 

In the developing subplot, Edmund complains of his unhappiness at being an 

illegitimate and thus, disinherited son. As part of his plot to claim what is not his, 

Edmund gives a false letter to his father, Gloucester, declaring that Edgar is 

proposing that they kill their father and split the wealth between them. The 

cunning Edmund easily convinces his father that Edgar cannot be trusted. 

 

Within a short time, Lear moves to Goneril's palace. Goneril tells Lear that he 

needs a smaller troop, more decorous in behavior and better suited to the king's 

rank and age. The king is very angry and says he will pack up his people and 

move to Regan's palace. Lear's anger continues to build, and he calls upon nature 

to curse Goneril's womb. In response, Goneril turns out 50 of Lear's retinue. 

 

As the subplot develops, Edmund wounds himself slightly, pretending that Edgar 

has attacked him. Certain that Edgar will also try to kill him, Gloucester promises 

to find the means to make Edmund his heir. After his escape into the woods, 

Edgar decides that he will disguise himself as a Bedlam beggar, who will be 

known as Poor Tom. Meanwhile, Cornwall orders an impassioned Kent placed in 

the stocks. Lear arrives and quickly realizes that Regan has joined Goneril in 

seeking to reduce Lear's authority. Lear reminds his daughters that he gave them 

all that they now enjoy, but they are unmoved. An angry Lear calls for his horse, 

and rides into the storm with his Fool for protection. Exposed to the storm, the 

Fool attempts to reason with his king, but Lear will have no part of submission, 

especially before his daughters. Soon the king and Fool are joined by Edgar 

disguised as Poor Tom. 

 

Gloucester tells Edmund of the plot to save the king, unaware that he is divulging 

the plans to a traitor. Edmund immediately resolves to tell Cornwall of the plan. 



Edmund soon receives his reward: Gloucester's title and lands. The captured 

Gloucester is tortured by Regan, who fiendishly plucks at his beard, and 

Cornwall, who gouges out Gloucester's eyes, but not before one of Cornwall's 

servants draws a sword and stabs Cornwall, who soon dies of his wounds. 

 

Later, Edgar is both shocked and dismayed when a blinded Gloucester is led in by 

one of his tenants. The disguised Edgar agrees to take Gloucester to the cliff he 

seeks, where he dupes Gloucester into thinking that he is at the edge of a 

precipice. After Gloucester jumps and loses consciousness, Edgar easily 

convinces his father that he has somehow survived a fall from the cliffs. Oswald 

arrives and attempts to kill Gloucester but is, instead, slain by Edgar. As he lays 

dying, Oswald gives Edgar a letter from Goneril instructing Edmund to murder 

Albany so that she will be free to wed Edmund. 

 

Goneril and Edmund soon learn that Albany is a changed man, one who is pleased 

to learn of the proposed invasion by France and displeased when he learns that 

Gloucester has been replaced by his younger son, Edmund. Meanwhile, Cordelia 

learns of her father's deteriorated mental condition and returns to England with an 

army to defend her father. Within a short time, Cordelia and her father reunite. 

 

In spite of Albany's intent to save Lear and Cordelia's lives, Edmund resolves that 

they will die. Edmund orders that Lear and Cordelia be imprisoned. Albany, 

Goneril, and Regan join Edmund, and a confrontation erupts between all four 

characters. Edmund's treachery is revealed, and he is wounded in a fight with 

Edgar, whom Edmund does not recognize as his brother. Soon, Regan dies, 

poisoned by Goneril, who then kills herself. Since he is now dying, Edmund 

admits that the charges against him are truthful, and he seeks to know the identity 

of his killer. Edgar confesses his lineage as brother and shares the news that their 

father, Gloucester, has died. 

 

Edmund, who says he wants some good to come from so much death, reveals his 

and Goneril's plan to have both Lear and Cordelia murdered and to have 

Cordelia's death appear a suicide. Efforts to rescind these orders are too late, and 

soon Lear enters with a dead Cordelia in his arms. Unable to accept Cordelia's 

death, the king also dies, his body covering that of his youngest daughter. Albany 

informs Kent and Edgar that they must now rule the kingdom together, but Kent 

replies that he will soon leave the world to join his master. Edgar is left to speak 

of the sad weight of these events, which everyone must now endure. 

 

 

 

Character List 

 
King Lear King of Britain. Lear is the protagonist whose willingness to believe 

empty flattery leads to the deaths of many people. 

 

Goneril Lear's eldest daughter who, after professing her deep love for her father, 

betrays him and plots his murder. 

 

Regan Lear's second daughter. Regan joins forces with Goneril to destroy their 

father. Regan initially appears less harsh than her elder sister, but in the end, she 

proves to be as blood-thirsty as Goneril. 



 

Cordelia Lear's youngest daughter. Cordelia genuinely loves her father, but her 

refusal to flatter him leads to her tragic death. 

 

Fool Loyal member of the king's court. The Fool assumes the role of protector to 

Lear when Cordelia is banished. 

 

Earl of Gloucester Lear's cohort and loyal friend. Gloucester is a foolish old man 

whose inability to see the truth in his youngest son's words parallels Lear's own 

difficulties with Goneril and Regan. 

 

Earl of Kent / Caius Lear's loyal friend and supporter. Although banished, Kent 

disguises himself as Caius in an effort to stay close to his king. 

 

Edgar / Poor Tom Gloucester's older son. Edgar is Gloucester's only legitimate 

heir, but he must flee and hide from his father, disguised as Poor Tom, when he 

comes under suspicion. 

 

Edmund Gloucester's younger, illegitimate, son. He is an opportunist whose 

ambitions lead him to form a union with Goneril and Regan. 

 

Duke of Albany Goneril's husband. Albany grows in stature during the play and 

ultimately finds the strength to resist his wife's efforts to have Lear killed. 

 

Duke of Cornwall Regan's brutal husband. Cornwall is vicious and savage as he 

tries to eliminate Lear and Gloucester. 

 

Oswald Goneril's steward. Oswald is a willing accomplice to Goneril's plotting 

and proves a foil to Kent's devotion to Lear. 

 

King of France Marries Cordelia. France is honorable and willing to support 

Cordelia's efforts to rescue her father. 

 

Duke of Burgundy Suitor for Cordelia. Burgundy rejects Cordelia when he 

discovers that she will bring him no dowry. 

 

Curan Gloucester's servant. 

 

Old Man Tenant of Gloucester. 

 

Servants to Cornwall Cornwall's retainers, who attack him in defense of 

Gloucester. 

 

Doctor Attendant to Cordelia. 

 

Major Themes 

Explore the different themes within William Shakespeare's tragic play, King Lear. 

Themes are central to understanding King Lear as a play and identifying Shakespeare's 

social and political commentary. 

 

Power 

 



Important is the notion of power — who has it, how one obtains it, how one defines it, 

and how it plays into King Lear. With this look at power should also come an 

investigation of issues such as age and gender. Consider, for example, the treatment of 

the elderly by their offspring. And think about the power and placement of women in 

Shakespeare's time as compared with the position of women in society and the home 

today. 

 

Nature's Law 

 

Nature, in varying forms, is another theme prevalent in King Lear. Lear's view of nature 

is one that holds certain values, such as respect for one's parents and loyalty to one's king, 

to be important regardless of circumstance. 

 

Edmund, however, believes it's natural to be a repository of sensuality and self-

advancement. To Edmund, as well as to several other characters in the play, the natural 

impulse of humanity is to better oneself at the expense of others. 

 

Doubling 

 

Doubling (to create either oppositions or parallels) adds tremendously to the King Lear 

experience. At various times, fools are contrasted with wise men, reason is set opposite to 

nature, the upper class is set apart from the beggar, and the family is paralleled with by 

society. 

 

False service, as in the case of Oswald, is contrasted with true service, represented by 

Kent. The selfish and false love of Regan and Goneril is a foil for the honest devotion of 

Cordelia. 

 

Parent-Child Relationship 

 

Throughout the audience is privy to the conflicts between father and child, and to fathers 

easily fooled by their children. Each father demonstrates poor judgment by rejecting a 

good child and trusting a dishonest child(ren). 

 

The actions that follow Act I, Scene I illustrate how correct Regan's words will prove to 

be. It will soon be obvious to the characters and audience alike how little Lear knows and 

understands his daughters as Goneril and Regan move to restrict both the size of his 

retinue and power. 

 

OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS 

 

1. Lear is king of what country? 

France  Britain   East Anglia   Scotland 

2. Which one of Lear’s daughters is sent into exile? 

Goneril Regan   Cordelia   Juliet 

3. Which one of Lear’s counselors reprimands the king for exiling his daughter?  

Albany   Kent   Cornwall  Edmund 

4. Who is Gloucester’s bastard son? 

Kent   Edgar  Albany  Edmund 

5.When Lear visits Goneril, what does she demand of him? 

That he acknowledge her as the sole queen of the realm 

 That he send away some of his knights 

 That he execute Cordelia 



 That he send away the Fool 

6. When they hear that Lear is coming to visit them, where do Regan and Cornwall go? 

To Gloucester’s castle   To France 

 To Goneril’s home  To London 

7.Why is Kent thrown into the stocks? 

For trying to kill Goneril 

 For beating Oswald with the flat of his sword 

 For threatening Lear’s life 

 For praising Cordelia in public 

8.When he flees from his father, how does Edgar disguise himself? 

As a common beggar  As a soldier 

 As Edmund   As Shakespeare 

9. When Lear tells Regan that Goneril has wronged him, what does Regan advise him to 

do? 

Kill himself  Banish Goneril   Make Regan the sole queen 

 Go to Goneril and ask her forgiveness 

10. After he curses both Goneril and Regan, what does Lear do? 

He storms out of Gloucester’s castle, accompanied by the Fool 

 He disinherits both daughters He sets out in search of Cordelia 

 He dies 

11.Whom does Lear meet living in a little hovel on the heath? 

Albany   Edgar, in disguise   Cordelia   Edmund 

12. Why is Gloucester accused of treason? 

Because he attempts to assassinate Goneril and Regan 

 Because he throws Lear in prison 

 Because he exiles Edgar 

 Because Edmund reveals letters showing that he knows of a French invasion 

13. Where does Gloucester send Lear and his attendants? 

To Dover  To London  To Gloucester’s castle To Goneril’s castle 

14. How is Gloucester punished for his “treason”? 

He is burned  He is blinded  He is branded with a scarlet letter 

 He is exiled 

15.Who encounters Gloucester on the heath and offers to lead him to Dover? 

The Fool Edmund  Edgar   Lear 

16. Who is leading the army that lands at Dover? 

Albany   Kent   Cordelia  Lear 

17. Why does Gloucester want to reach the cliffs of Dover? 

He wants to see the invasion fleet 

 He thinks Edgar is waiting for him there 

 He wants to throw himself over the cliffs 

 He wants to see the famed white cliffs before he dies 

18.To whom are both Goneril and Regan attracted? 

Edmund  Edgar   Albany  Cornwall 

19. Before the battle between the French and English armies, to whose camp is Lear 

brought? 

Cordelia’s  Edmund’s Gloucester’s  Albany’s 

20. What happens to Lear and Cordelia during the battle? 

They are separated from one another 

 Edmund takes them captive 

 They are both killed 

 Cordelia is killed and Lear is taken captive 

21. How does Regan die? 

Edgar kills her   Edmund poisons her  She kills herself 



Goneril poisons her 

22. Who fights a duel with Edmund? 

Albany   Gloucester  Edgar   Lear 

23. What does Edmund reveal as he lies dying? 

That he ordered Cordelia killed   That he is really Lear’s son 

 That he was in love with Cordelia  That he killed Gloucester during the battle 

24. What happens to Cordelia? 

She kills herself She is hanged in prison  She marries Edgar  

 She kills Goneril 

25.What happens to Lear at the end of the play? 

His kingdom is restored  He kills himself 

He orders Regan and Goneril executed  He dies while weeping over Cordelia’s 

body 

2. Othello 
PLOT OVERVIEW: 

The play opens in the powerful city state of Venice, famous as a center of trade and 

banking and for its military might. It is in the early hours of the morning, and two men 

Roderigo, a young gentleman and former suitor of Senator Brabantio's daughter 

Desdemona, and Iago, an ensign who claims to have been passed over for promotion by 

Othello  are outside Senator Brabantio's house to tell him the news of his daughter's 

elopement with Othello, the Moor. 

 

After sharing the news of the secret marriage in words calculated to alarm him, the 

treacherous and vindictive Iago quickly departs, leaving Roderigo to confirm the story. 

Feigning friendship and concern, Iago then meets with Othello and tells him of 

Brabantio's reaction. Brabantio, Othello, and Desdemona appear before the Duke of 

Venice. Although Brabantio accuses Othello of seducing his daughter by witchcraft, 

Othello explains that he won Desdemona by telling her his adventures, and Desdemona, 

called to testify, convinces the senators that she has freely gone with Othello and married 

him for love. 

 

The Duke appoints Othello as general of the defense forces against the Turks, and he 

must leave for Cyprus immediately. Desdemona requests permission to accompany 

Othello to Cyprus. With the Duke's permission, Othello arranges for Desdemona to 

follow him later in another ship with Iago, whom he mistakenly believes is a trusted 

friend, and Iago's wife, Emilia. Iago convinces Roderigo that Desdemona will soon tire of 

Othello and that he should follow her to Cyprus. To himself, Iago decides to make use of 

Cassio, the man he deeply resents and who received the promotion he himself wanted, as 

the instrument to destroy Othello. 

 

In Cyprus, Iago plots against Othello, planting the seed of doubt about Desdemona's 

fidelity and implicating Cassio as her lover. Using Roderigo, Iago arranges a fight that 

ultimately results in Cassio's demotion. Believing that his chances of reinstatement are 

better if he has Desdemona plead his case to her husband, Cassio, with Iago's help, 

arranges for a private meeting with Desdemona, who promises to speak on his behalf to 

Othello until his reconciliation with Othello is achieved. 

 

As Cassio leaves, Iago and Othello appear. Othello notices Cassio's speedy departure, and 

Iago quickly seizes the opportunity to point out that Cassio seems to be trying to avoid 

the Moor. Desdemona immediately and enthusiastically begins to beg Othello to pardon 

Cassio, as she promised, and will not stop her pleading until Othello, preoccupied with 



other thoughts, agrees. The moment Desdemona and Emilia leave, however, Iago begins 

to plant seeds of doubt and suspicion in Othello's mind. 

 

Othello, beset by uncertainty and anxiety, later demands of Iago some proof that 

Desdemona is unfaithful. Using a handkerchief that Desdemona later innocently drops, 

Iago convinces Othello that she has been unfaithful, and he stages a conversation with the 

innocent Cassio that further hardens the Moor's heart against his wife and her supposed 

lover. Convinced of his wife's betrayal and enraged and grieving, Othello rushes into 

action, making an agreement with Iago that he, Othello, will kill Desdemona, and Iago 

will dispose of Cassio. 

 

Desdemona, true to her word to Cassio, continues to plead on his behalf, unknowingly 

confirming to Othello her unfaithfulness. He accuses her of falseness, and Desdemona, 

not knowing what she has done to offend, can only assure him that she loves him. 

 

Meanwhile, the gullible Roderigo has abandoned all hope of Desdemona, but Iago urges 

him to kill Cassio and rekindle his hopes. Late that night, they attack Cassio in the street, 

but it is Cassio who wounds Roderigo. Iago rushes out and stabs Cassio in the leg. 

Othello, hearing Cassio's cries for help, believes that half of the revenge is completed and 

hastens to fulfil his undertaking. 

 

Desdemona is in bed when Othello enters. He tells her to pray a last prayer as he has no 

wish to kill her soul. Realizing that he plans to murder her, Desdemona protests her 

innocence of any wrongdoing. Knowing that he doesn't believe her, she begs him to let 

her live just a little longer, but he smothers her with a pillow. 

 

Emilia, Desdemona's servant and Iago's wife, upon discovering the ruse, raises the alarm 

and declares Iago a liar before Montano and Gratiano. She explains how Desdemona's 

handkerchief came into Cassio's possession, and when she refuses to be quiet, Iago stabs 

her. Cassio, wounded, confirms Emilia's story. A soldier to the last, Othello stands on his 

honor. Knowing that this is the end, he asks to be remembered as "one that loved not 

wisely but too well." Then he stabs himself and falls on the bed beside his wife, where he 

dies. 

 

 

Character List 
Othello A Moor (an African), a general in the defense forces of the city state of Venice. 

His successful profession brings him high status in Venice, but his foreign origins and 

color separate him from those with whom he lives and works. He is a military man, with 

a reputation for courage in battle and good judgment in military matters. Othello falls in 

love and marries Desdemona, but during the campaign against the Turks, Othello is 

tricked by Iago into believing that his wife has been unfaithful with his lieutenant, Cassio. 

Iago works on Othello's personal and social insecurity until Othello believes the 

combination of Iago's lies and flimsy circumstantial evidence. Inflamed with jealousy, he 

smothers Desdemona in her bed, only to find out too late that he has been misled and has 

killed the woman who loved him faithfully. In despair, he kills himself. 

 

Iago Othello's ancient (captain) in the Venetian defense forces. He had hoped for 

promotion, but Othello passed over him in favor of Cassio, and Iago works revenge on 

them both. He exploites Roderigo as a source of money and an unwitting accomplice in 

his plot to bring down Othello. When finally cornered and charged with his wickedness, 



Iago refuses to speak or to repent or explain his actions, and he goes to his punishment 

still surrounded by mystery. 

 

Desdemona A noble Venetian lady, daughter of Brabantio. She organizes her life 

intelligently and shows courage, love, and loyalty in following her husband into danger. 

She accompanies Othello to Cyprus on the campaign against the Turks but finds him 

becoming distant and making wild accusations against her. She firmly believes that he 

will see that she is true to him, but when she realizes he is about to kill her, she can only 

feel despair and grief. She dies declaring her love for him. 

 

Brabantio A Venetian Senator, Desdemona's father. He is angry at his daughter's choice 

of husband but can do nothing once the marriage has taken place, and the Venetian 

Senate has accepted it. He warns Othello that Desdemona is a clever deceiver. 

 

Roderigo A Venetian nobleman in love with Desdemona. He has more money than sense 

and pays Iago to court Desdemona on his behalf. Iago, playing on Roderigo's hopes and 

gullibility, continues to help himself to Roderigo's money, and Roderigo never gets his 

heart's desire. Iago involves Roderigo in an attack on Cassio, for which Roderigo pays 

with his life, as Iago kills him to ensure his silence. 

 

Cassio Othello's lieutenant in the Venetian defense forces. Cassio accompanied Othello 

as his friend when he was courting Desdemona. He is popular, he speaks well, and he is 

lively and trusting. Iago eventually convinces Othello that Cassio is Desdemona's 

paramour. Cassio is appointed governor of Cyprus after Othello's death. 

 

Bianca A courtesan (prostitute), in love with Cassio. She is skilled in needlework and 

agrees to copy the handkerchief that Cassio gives her; then she throws it back at him, 

believing it is the token of his new love. 

 

Emilia Desdemona's lady-in-waiting and Iago's wife. She knows Iago better than 

anybody else and is suspicious of his actions and motives. She does not realize until too 

late that the wicked person who has poisoned Othello against Desdemona is Iago, her 

own husband. 

 

The Duke of Venice The leader of the governing body of the city state of Venice. The 

Duke appoints Othello to lead the forces defending Venice against the Turkish attack on 

Cyprus; he also urges Brabantio to accept his daughter's marriage. 

 

Gratiano Brabantio's brother. He and Lodovico find Cassio wounded after Roderigo 

stabs him in the drunken brawl. 

 

Lodovico Desdemona's cousin. After the death of Desdemona, Lodovico questions 

Othello and Cassio together, thus revealing the truth. 

 

Montano Othello's predecessor as the governor of Cyprus. He is Othello's friend and 

loyal supporter. 

Explore the different themes within William Shakespeare's tragic play, Othello. Themes 

are central to understanding Othello as a play and identifying Shakespeare's social and 

political commentary. In Othello, the major themes reflect the values and the motivations 

of characters. 

 

Love 

 



In Othello, love is a force that overcomes large obstacles and is tripped up by small ones. 

It is eternal, yet derail-able. It provides Othello with intensity but not direction and gives 

Desdemona access to his heart but not his mind. Types of love and what that means are 

different between different characters. 

 

Othello finds that love in marriage needs time to build trust, and his enemy works too 

quickly for him to take that time. The immediate attraction between the couple works on 

passion, and Desdemona builds on that passion a steadfast devotion whose speed and 

strength Othello cannot equal. 

 

Iago often falsely professes love in friendship for Roderigo and Cassio and betrays them 

both. For Iago, love is leverage. Desdemona's love in friendship for Cassio is real but is 

misinterpreted by the jealous Othello as adulterous love. The true friendship was Emilia's 

for Desdemona, shown when she stood up witness for the honor of her dead mistress, 

against Iago, her lying husband, and was killed for it. 

 

Appearance and Reality 

 

Appearance and reality are important aspects in Othello. For Othello, seeing is believing, 

and proof of the truth is visual. To "prove" something is to investigate it to the point 

where its true nature is revealed. Othello demands of Iago "Villain, be sure thou prove 

my love a whore, be sure of it, give me the ocular proof" (Act 3, Scene 3). 

 

What Iago gives him instead is imaginary pictures of Cassio and Desdemona to feed his 

jealousy. As Othello loses control of his mind, these pictures dominate his thoughts. He 

looks at Desdemona's whiteness and is swept up in the traditional symbolism of white for 

purity and black for evil. Whenever he is in doubt, that symbolism returns to haunt him 

and despite his experience, he cannot help but believe it. 

 

Jealousy 

 

Jealousy is what appears to destroy Othello. It is the emotion suggested to him by Iago in 

Act 3, Scene 3. Iago thinks he knows jealousy, having rehearsed it in his relationship with 

Emilia to the extent that Emilia believes jealousy is part of the personality of men, but 

Iago's jealously is a poor, weak thought compared to the storm of jealousy he stirs up in 

Othello. 

 

Iago has noticed Othello's tendency to insecurity and overreaction, but not even Iago 

imagined Othello would go as far into jealousy as he did. Jealousy forces Othello's mind 

so tightly on one idea, the idea that Desdemona has betrayed him with Cassio, that no 

other assurance or explanation can penetrate. Such an obsession eclipses Othello's reason, 

his common sense, and his respect for justice. 

 

Up to the moment he kills Desdemona, Othello's growing jealousy maddens him past the 

recall of reason. Upon seeing that she was innocent and that he killed her unjustly, 

Othello recovers. He can again see his life in proportion and grieve at the terrible thing he 

has done. Once again, he speaks with calm rationality, judging and condemning and 

finally executing himself. 

 

Prejudice 

 

Iago's scheme would not have worked without the underlying atmosphere of racial 

prejudice in Venetian society, a prejudice of which both Desdemona and Othello are very 



aware. Shakespeare's Desdemona copes with prejudice by denying it access to her own 

life. Her relationship with Othello is one of love, and she is deliberately loyal only to her 

marriage. 

 

Othello, however, is not aware how deeply prejudice has penetrated into his own 

personality. This absorbed prejudice undermines him with thoughts akin to "I am not 

attractive," "I am not worthy of Desdemona," "It cannot be true that she really loves me," 

and "If she loves me, then there must be something wrong with her." 

 

These thoughts, inflamed by Iago's hints and lies, prevent Othello from discussing his 

concerns and fears directly with Desdemona, and so he acts on panicked assumption. In 

order to survive the combined onslaught of internalized prejudice and the directed venom 

of Iago, Othello would have had to be near perfect in strength and self-knowledge, and 

that is not fair demand for anyone. 

 

Objective type questions: 
 

1. What pattern is embroidered on the handkerchief? 

 

Strawberries  Dots  Leaves  Daggers 

2. How is the Turkish fleet thwarted? 

 

In battle with Othello’s fleet  By a storm  Mutiny 

  

In battle with ships from Rhodes 

3. What rank does Cassio hold before Othello strips it from him? 

 

Corporal  Private   Lieutenant  Colonel 

4. Which of the following animal epithets is not applied to Othello during the play? 

 

Ram  Horse  Serpent  Ass 

 

5. How old is Iago? 

 

Thirty-five  Nineteen  Twenty-eight  Fifty 

6. What is “the beast with two backs”? 

 

A mutant horse Othello Two people having sex Conjoined twins 

7. What is Brabanzio’s position in Venice? 

 

Senator  Duke  Constable  Stable-hand 

8. Where does Iago tell Roderigo that Othello and Desdemona are sailing to from 

Cyprus? 

 

Morocco  America  Crete  Mauritania 

9. Who made the handkerchief that Othello inherited from his mother? 

 

Barbary   Othello’s mother  

Othello’s former lover A sibyl, or female prophet 

10. What first attracted Desdemona to Othello? 

 

His strong hands   His beautifully crafted armor 

  



His handkerchief   The stories he told about his past 

11. What rank does Iago begrudgingly hold? 

 

Colonel Sergeant  Ensign  Captain 

12. From whom did Desdemona first hear the “song of ‘Willow’”? 

 

Othello Her mother’s maid, Barbary  The clown  Emilia 

13. Which of the following epithets is most commonly applied to Iago throughout the 

play? 

 

“Honest”  “Fat”  “Stubborn”  “Ugly” 

14. Whose death does Graziano report in the final scene? 

 

The duke’s  Lodovico’s  Bianca’s  Brabanzio’s 

15.Which of Cassio’s weaknesses does Iago exploit? 

 

His inability to ride a horse  A low tolerance for alcohol 

  

A bad knee  A short attention span 

16. Whom does Iago refer to as the true general? 

 

The duke  Brabanzio  Desdemona  Lodovico 

17. How does Othello kill Desdemona? 

 

He stabs her  He smothers her. He strangles her. He beats her to death. 

18. What, according to Iago, is the “green-eyed monster”? 

 

Envy  Greed  Sexual desire  Jealousy 

19. Whom does Cassio wound in the drunken brawl of Act II, scene iii? 

 

Roderigo  Iago  Montano  Graziano 

20. With whom does Cassio dine the night he is stabbed? 

 

Othello Lodovico  Desdemona  Bianca 

21. What is Othello holding as he stands over the sleeping Desdemona? 

 

A light  A sword    A flower  A pillow 

22. Who is the first character to refer to Othello by name? 

 

The duke Iago  Brabanzio  Desdemona 

23. According to Lodovico’s letter, who is to replace Othello as governor of Cyprus? 

 

Montano  Cassio     Iago  Lodovico 

24. On the night of her death, what does Desdemona ask Emilia to do? 

 

Put ribbons in Desdemona’s hair  Sing Desdemona to sleep 

  

Put Desdemona’s wedding sheets on the bed 

  

Embroider Desdemona a new handkerchief 

25. What does Iago counsel Roderigo to do? 

 

“Put seeds in thy garden”  “Put money in thy purse” 



  

“Put woman out of thy mind”  “Put thy head upon my shoulder” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


